KS5 Curriculum handbook subject page
Sequencing Statement

Geography will excite students’ minds, challenge perceptions and stimulate investigative and analytical skills. It gives a balanced and fascinating perspective on global and local issues and with an investigative methodological scientific approach. It includes two components – Physical Geography, which deals with the natural organic and inorganic world, and Human Geography, which deals with cities, development and life in urban environments. 
Specialism Statement

Geography is able to support the ethos of the school in giving the highest standards of teaching and learning. The project-based learning approach of UTC is very much supported by the Non-Exam Assessment component at A level and the fieldwork component at GCSE. At A level, students make their own enquiry questions and carry out their own scientific research – this is often done by liaising with the science and PBL department of the school. At GCSE students take part in fieldwork investigations in a coastal environment and an urban environment. Scientific rigor and methodology is valued in this type of enquiry. The fieldwork element of Geography means that students get out to see real practical situations and gain scientific experience, which are at the heart of the school’s ethos.
Curriculum on a Page:
A level:
Water and carbon cycles
This section of our specification focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical relationships associated with them. 

Coastal systems and landscapes
This section of our specification focuses on coastal zones, which are dynamic environments in which landscapes develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine sediments. 

Ecosystems under stress
This optional section of our specification focuses on the biosphere and in particular the nature and functioning of ecosystems and their relationships to the nature and intensity of human activities. Study of the impact of population growth and economic development on ecosystems at various scales affords the opportunity for students to engage with fundamental contemporary people–environment issues including those relating to biodiversity and sustainability.

Global systems and global governance
This section of our specification focuses on globalisation – the economic, political and social changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades.

Changing places
This section of our specification focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in their lives. 

 Contemporary urban environments
This optional section of our specification focuses on urban growth and change which are seemingly ubiquitous processes and present significant environmental and social challenges for human populations. The section examines these processes and challenges and the issues associated with them, in particular the potential for environmental sustainability and social cohesion.

GCSE:
Physical Geography:
The Challenge of Natural Hazards

Tectonic Plates, Volcanoes and Earthquakes, Global Atmospheric Circulation, Tropical Storms, UK Extreme Weather, Causes and Effects of Climate Change. 

The Living World

Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforest plants and animals, Deforestation – Causes and Effects, Cold Environments plants and animals, Opportunities and Challenges in Cold Environments, Management of Cold Environments.

Physical Landscapes in the UK

Features of the UK mountains and rivers, Coasts and Coastal Landforms, Coastal Management Strategies; Rivers in the UK, River Processes and Landforms, River Management Strategies.

Human Geography:
Knowledge Acquisition

Routines

Literacy

Resources
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Subject

A Level Geography
Syllabus
AQA A level Geography 7037
What will I learn?
A level Geography is a very popular and interesting A level subject because it contains such a mixed diverse set of skills and topics. There are six core topics of study which are half Physical Geography (the natural world) and half Human Geography (the human world). 
Human Geography includes: Contemporary Urban Environments which is about towns and cities around the world, with their characteristics, planning and problems; Global Systems which is about globalisation and the way the world is governed – The UN, Trans Nationals like Apple and Coca-Cola, and the way that Antarctica is governed and under threat; and the final unit is Changing Places, focussing on Liverpool and other places and how they have changed and are changing. Physical Geography includes: The Water and Carbon Cycle which is about rivers, floods, climate change and glaciers; Ecosystems with a special focus on tropical rainforests, savannah grassland and coral reefs; and Coasts which builds on the work of GCSE looking at coastal forms and protection. There are 3 or 4 full days of Fieldwork as an integral part of the course. 
How will I be assessed?
Two A level papers and a 5000 word NEA (non-exam assessment) on a research subject of your choice. Exam papers have a mixture of data response questions using maps, photos, tables and charts, and longer essay questions on geographical issues.
	Paper 1
	Physical Geography

	Paper 2
	Human Geography

	NEA
	20% of final mark


How will this prepare me for my next steps?
Geography is such a subject for our times and a useful A level choice for several reasons. First, it has a diverse array of skills which are involved – these include working with data, interpreting photos, diagrams and statistics, analysing articles, performing fieldwork and research studies and writing essays to discuss real world issues. As a result, Geography is respected by universities and places of work because you will be able to deal with a large variety of different situations with the skills you learn.
Secondly, the issues which we learn about are crucial to the future of our planet. Most of the biggest companies in the world are looking at how to do things more sustainably and are looking for geographically fluent candidates. Climate change, plastic pollution, the future of energy supply and many more are all subjects which we look at in depth at A level. The knowledge and skills you learn are highly valued by employers and universities.
Thirdly, Geography is known as a ‘facilitating subject’. This means that it opens doors and is well respected by universities and helps you get onto the largest range of courses. Geography goes well with a lot of other subjects – with both humanities like English, Languages and History or with sciences like Maths, Physics or Biology. 
Contribution to UTC/Studio aims
The research and fieldwork study element is key to UTC/Studio aims. The research projects which we do for A level often work with PBL and laboratory Science, and the key is that you choose the subject you are interested in, and develop your ideas further. Projects may include fieldwork in Wales, coastal measurements on the Wirral or Formby, working in the local canal, studying Liverpool city centre, or a host of other projects which you will initiate and drive yourself. The number of different skills and the fact that you use your own initiative are aspects which are well respected and are in line with UTC/Studio aims. 
Careers/job ideas
Pupils who have studied Geography at degree level have gone on to work in the following sectors: 

law, science, sales, business, environment, information technology, management, finance, banking, marketing, research, manufacturing, teaching, childcare, engineering and building, arts, design and media, town planning, working abroad and many (many) more. 

Because it has such a variety of themes and skills, it is a very good choice if you want to keep your options open at this stage. Many who study Geography go on to work with large companies using their geographical skills. It is the most employable degree to have and respected in the most diverse different jobs. 
